
  

Weekly bulletin: Secondary 

Upcoming dates:  

Term Dates 25-26 Our term dates for 25-26 are on our website. 

23.09.2025 Parent Forum (17.00 - 18.00) 

24.09.2025 Year 7 KS3 Baseline Assessments 

25.09.2025 Year 8 KS3 Baseline Assessments 

26.09.2025 Year 9 KS3 Baseline Assessments 

29.09.2025 Assessment Point 1 - Testing Fortnight 

02.10.2025 Secondary Open Evening (for Y6 children and families) 

07.10.2025 Year 10 and Year 11 Raising Achievement Evening (17.00 - 18.00) 

09.10.2025 Sixth Form Open Evening (for Y11 children and families) 

27.10.2025 Half Term (27.10.2025 - 31.10.2025) 
 
 

Please click on the links below to take you to the various 
sections of this Newsletter 

Key messages - all year groups 
EYFS and KS1 

KS2 
KS3 
KS4 

Starts of the week 
House Attendance 
Achievement Points 

   

https://livingstone.academies.aspirationsacademies.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/15/2025/01/Term-Dates-2025-2026.docx-3.pdf


  
 
 

Key messages 

UNIFORM - THANK YOU FOR YOUR ONGOING SUPPORT 
We would like to thank all parents and carers for ensuring that pupils have started the year looking smart and ready 
to learn in their uniforms. Your support in purchasing the correct uniform helps us create a strong sense of belonging 
and pride across the academy. 
We would like to gently remind families that it is important for all pupils to follow the academy’s uniform policy here. 
This ensures consistency, fairness, and helps minimise distractions so that the focus remains on learning. In particular: 

● Hair – Hair cuts and colour must be of professional appearance and smart. Bright or unnatural hair colours 
are not permitted. Pupils can follow the academy’s Halo Code, which protects the right of staff and pupils to 
wear their hair naturally, in protective styles, braids, locks, twists, or in other hairstyles that reflect their 
ethnic, cultural, and religious identities. 

● Footwear – Pupils must wear the correct school shoes, especially not branded trainers or other casual 
footwear. Please see the image below for acceptable shoe types.  

● School Ties - Pupils should always be wearing their correct school tie in line with their house colours. Ties 
can be purchased from our main school reception.  

We hope that any outstanding uniform issues can be resolved by Monday 8th September.  
By working together to uphold these standards, we ensure that all pupils feel included, confident, and prepared to 
achieve their very best. Thank you for your ongoing support.  
 
ARBOR APP - IN APP COMMUNICATIONS 
We would like to remind families that we are using "In-App Messages" through the Arbor app, for general reminders. 
These will appear on your parent portal home page under "Messages". 
Please ensure you have downloaded the Arbor app to be able to view these when they come through. If you are 
having trouble accessing your Arbor app please don't hesitate to contact office@livingstone-aspirations.org for further 
support. 
You can also find information on how to view "In App Messages" here. 
 
STUDENT EQUIPMENT SHOP - SECONDARY STUDENTS 
After half term we will be opening an equipment shop for students to purchase essential items for the school day at 
cost price. To support students who are in receipt of free school meals, equipment will be issued without cost to the 
value of £2.00 per half term. The equipment shop will open in the calm room during the following times:  
8.15am to 8.29am - Students are welcome to purchase items in advance of Advisory Sessions.  
8.30am to 9am - Students may purchase items if they have been identified as missing equipment during the daily 
checks in Advisory. This will be logged on Arbor. 
3pm to 3.15pm - Students may purchase items in preparation for the next school day.  
 
NUT FREE SCHOOL: 
Polite reminder: we are a nut free school. Please ensure your child’s lunch does not contain any form of nuts.  

   

https://www.livingstone-aspirations.org/parents-information-2/uniform/
mailto:office@livingstone-aspirations.org
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/360020008077-In-app-messages-in-the-Parent-Portal-and-Parent-App#h_01HPPC8G5VZY31JAQXHGSJJVFX


  

 
WRAP AROUND CARE BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL 
We hope you had a wonderful summer and are looking forward to the new academic year! 
We’re excited to be back and can’t wait to launch our brand-new, action-packed programme of activities at 
Livingstone Wraparound Care. 
C Breakfast Club 

● 7:20 – 8:20 → £6.00 
● 7:50 – 8:20 → £3.00 

� After School Club 
New for 2025/26 – children can now choose between two activities each day from 3:00–4:00 pm: 

Day Activity 1 Activity 2 

Monday Multi-Sports Reading Club 

Tuesday Football Colouring 
Club 

Wednesday Basketball Origami Club 

Thursday Dodgeball Film Club 

Friday Football Painting Club 

¥ Prices 
● 3:00–4:00 pm → £6.00 
● Until 5:00 pm → £12.00 
● Until 6:00 pm → £15.00 (includes a meal!) 

Children can decide their activity on the day. 
º Booking Information 
7 Book online here: http://bit.ly/4p9Jux0 
If you have any questions, please get in touch: 
Õ danpalmer@premier-education.com 
Ì 07715 133540 

 
 

   

http://bit.ly/4p9Jux0


  
 

EYFS & KS1(Year 1 and 2) 

PE & Uniform Expectations 
● Children should come to school dressed in their PE kit on their PE day and will go home in their kit. 
● PE Days: 

○ Tuesday – Reception 
○ Wednesday – Year 1  
○ Friday – Year 2 

 
PE Kit Reminder 

● Black PE polo shirt with logo, black shorts/joggers/leggings, white or plain black socks, black trainers (no 
fashion trainers of bright colour and pattern), PE jumper (not a hoodie). 

 
Strike System (PE Kit and Uniform) 
The strike system applies to both PE kit and Uniform. 

● PE Kit: 
1. Verbal warning 
2. Log on Arbor (visible to parents) 
3. Parent meeting with SLT 

● Uniform: 
1. Conversation with class teacher 
2. Log on Arbor & communication sent home 
3. Parent meeting with SLT 

 
We are noticing that more children are bringing rucksacks with keychains into school. Both a rucksack and a keychain 
are not part of our school uniform and are not needed. Children only require: 

● A book bag (to carry their reading book to and from school) 
● A lunchbox (which fits into our lunchbox trolley) 
● A labelled water bottle (fits into the water bottle station in class) 

 
Our classroom pegs are designed for coats only. Book bags are stored in trays, 
and lunchboxes go into the trolley. 
 
Golden Book; Every week, we share a piece of work from each class that we are 
especially proud of. This is added to our Golden Book so you can celebrate their 
achievements alongside us. The Golden Book can be found in our Primary Office in 
the waiting area - we would like to encourage you to come in and view the 
children’s work. We look forward to showcasing the wonderful things the children 
are learning and creating in the classroom!  

 
 

   



  

KS2 (Year 3 and 4) 

PE & Uniform Expectations 
● Children should come to school dressed in their PE kit on their PE day and will go home in their kit. 
● PE Days: 

○ Wednesday –  Year 4 
○ Thursday – Year 3 & Year 4 

 
PE Kit Reminder 

● Black PE polo shirt with logo, black shorts/joggers/leggings, white or plain black socks, black trainers (no 
fashion trainers of bright colour and pattern), PE jumper (not a hoodie). 

 
Strike System (PE Kit and Uniform) 
The strike system applies to both PE kit and Uniform. 

● PE Kit: 
1. Verbal warning 
2. Log on Arbor (visible to parents) 
3. Parent meeting with SLT 

● Uniform: 
1. Conversation with class teacher 
2. Log on Arbor & communication sent home 
3. Parent meeting with SLT 

 
We are noticing that more children are bringing rucksacks with keychains into school. Both a rucksack and a keychain 
are not part of our school uniform and are not needed. Children only require: 

● A book bag (to carry their reading book to and from school) 
● A labelled water bottle (fits into the water bottle station in class) 
● A lunchbox (which fits into our lunchbox trolley) 

Our classroom pegs are designed for coats only. Book bags are stored in trays, and lunchboxes go into the trolley. 
 
Golden Book; Every week, we share a piece of work from each class that we are 
especially proud of. This is added to our Golden Book so you can celebrate their 
achievements alongside us. The Golden Book can be found in our Primary Office in 
the waiting area - we would like to encourage you to come in and view the children’s 
work. We look forward to showcasing the wonderful things the children are learning 
and creating in the classroom!  
 

 
 

   



  

KS3 

Year 7 - First Week Highlights 
We are delighted to share that our new Year 7 students have enjoyed an exceptional first week of on 
boarding and learning at LAB. From the very first day, they have embraced our routines and expectations 
with maturity and enthusiasm, setting a wonderful tone for the year ahead. 
 
A key focus has been helping pupils feel settled and supported as they get to know both the environment 
and the wider school. They have taken part in a range of welcome activities designed to introduce them to 
key members of staff, ensuring they know who to turn to for guidance and support. Importantly, they have 
also shown great eagerness in building new friendships and collaborating with their classmates, 
demonstrating kindness, teamwork, and respect for one another. 
 
They have thrown themselves into research projects exploring their House namesakes – Mary Anning, Sir 
David Attenborough, Leonardo da Vinci, Albert Einstein, and Frida Kahlo. Pupils have shown real curiosity 
and creativity, using their Power Skills to produce thoughtful posters and engaging presentations that 
celebrate the remarkable achievements of these inspirational figures. 
 
We are incredibly proud of the way they have begun their LAB journey and look forward to seeing them 
continue to flourish in the weeks ahead. Parents should feel reassured that the year group is settling in well 
and showing every sign of thriving both academically and socially. 
 

 

   



  

Year 8 & 9 – Looking Ahead with Aspiration 
 
Our Year 8 and 9 pupils have begun the term with real focus and energy, setting themselves positive 
personal and academic goals for the year ahead. A central theme has been the importance of being 
aspirational – encouraging pupils to challenge themselves, aim high, and take pride in all that they achieve. 
Alongside this, we are asking them to recognise and celebrate every proud moment they experience, 
whether big or small, so that success becomes a habit throughout the year. 
 
As part of their start-of-term programme, pupils have also worked on a creative project titled “What makes 
LAB… LAB?”. This activity gave them the chance to reflect on what makes our school community unique 
and special, and to think about the values, traditions, and opportunities that we want to celebrate together. 
Pupils were encouraged to express their ideas in a format that suited their interests and talents – from 
music and song, to art, creative writing, or design. 
 
The results have been fantastic, showcasing not only the individuality of our pupils but also the strong sense 
of belonging and pride they feel as members of LAB. It has been inspiring to see their creativity, 
thoughtfulness, and teamwork shine through in these projects, setting a positive and purposeful tone for the 
months ahead. 
 
We welcome Ms Weston to our year 7 advisory team; Mr Martin and Miss Bell to our year 8 advisory team; 
and Miss Agnes, Miss Tranter, Mr Maplesden and Miss Barr to the year 9 advisory team. We are so fortunate 
to have recruited such a strong team for this next academic year. 
 

 

   



  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

   



  
 

KS4 

We have been really excited to welcome back our Key Stage 4 cohort, with our Year 10 students beginning 
their Level 2 Qualification journeys, and our Year 11 beginning their final year before examinations.  
 
Students have focused on developing their understanding of effective learning processes and techniques 
alongside developing their understanding of communication and the importance of language. 
 
Both cohorts have begun their HPQ Group Project selection process, where students have been offered the 
opportunity to work with local businesses and charities on a project that will make a real difference to the 
local community. We are really grateful to our partners Merlin Entertainments, The Health Bus, Natwest, 
Circular 11, Techno Cool and Merley Football Club for this opportunity.  
 
Our Year 10 Cohort has begun thinking about their work experience. Despite the actual Work Experience 
week being in July 2026, it is vital that students organise their placements as soon as possible. If parents and 
carers are able to offer any students a placement for the week, we would be really happy to hear from you!  
 
Finally, as well as welcoming back our students, I would like to welcome our new tutor team, with Mr 
Sparks, Mr Stewart, Mr Nash, Mr Mitchell and Mr Gosney joining our existing staff members, Mr Hooper, 
Ms Stacey, Mr Woodland, Mr Butler and Ms Shevlin, to make up our Key Stage 4 advisory team. Mr Wallis 
and Mr Jeffries will also be joining us this year as our Pastoral Support Team.  
 
We really are looking forward to an exciting year for Key Stage 4.  
 

 
 

 

   



  

Secondary Home Learning 

Home learning plays a vital role in helping students succeed. By revisiting topics at home, children 
strengthen their memory through retrieval practice, reinforce what they have learned in class, and develop 
confidence in applying their knowledge. Regular review and exam-style practice at home also prepare 
students for assessments, giving them the best chance to achieve their potential. Working together, school 
and home can make a real difference to learning outcomes.   
 
In KS3 students will complete 4 Home Learning tasks a week, these are using the digital platforms Sparx 
Reader, Sparx Maths, Tassomai English and Tassomai Science.  It is set automatically and runs from Monday 
morning to Sunday evening.  Completion will be checked by the class teacher the week following the home 
learning set. 
 

         
 
In KS4, and with the addition of GCSE courses, students should expect to continue to complete the online 
work as set in KS3, but should also complete an additional piece of Deliberate Practice work as set by their 
class teachers.  This should be retrieval practice or exam-style questions. It should be set following the 
timetable below: 
 

 
 
If a student is struggling to complete their Home Learning then please encourage them to speak to their 
subject teacher to resolve any issues as soon as possible.  Please note that our online platforms have 
intuitive AI that generate questions suited to the ability of a child, therefore if a student is continually using 
search engines or similar resources to ensure all answers are correct, then over time the difficulty will 
increase. 

 
 
 

   



  

Star of the Week - Primary 
Star of the Week in Primary will commence next week!  

Snowdrops Aria K 

Bluebells Owen O-O 

Clovers Jamil O 

Poppies Katia G 

Tulips Dorrah A 

Daffodils Aisha S 

Marigolds Liam K 
 

Star of the Week - Secondary 

YEAR Einstein Kahlo Anning DaVinci Attenborough 

7 Nik K Jasmine W David O Ava-May U Malina B 

8 Osheen G Tyler R Liam MS Sarvesh N Momo E 

9 Amira E Luana S Gianna G Johnnie BN Emmanuella T 

10 Joao FT Gabriella SH Milo MJ Cosmina T Maya Z 

11 Maya S Karlos ME 
Oscar-George 

O Fawwaz A Jessica WB 

 
 
 

 

   



  

Class Attendance - Primary 

Snowdrops 1st 

Bluebells 2nd 

Clovers 3rd 

Poppies 7th 

Tulips 4th 

Daffodils 6th 

Marigolds 5th 
 

House Attendance - Secondary 

YEAR Einstein Kahlo Anning DaVinci Attenboroug
h 

7 2nd 5th 3rd 4th 1st 

8 3rd 5th 1st 4th 2nd 

9 1st 2nd 3rd 5th 4th 

10 4th 3rd 2nd 5th 1st 

11 1st 5th 3rd 2nd 4th 

 

LAB Attendance this Year: 92.4% 

LAB Primary Attendance: 94.3% 
National comparison (Primary): 91.2% 

LAB Secondary Attendance: 92.1% 
National comparison (Secondary): 91.2% 
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